BUCKINGHAM
Since the Prince remained obdurate, the Spaniards next decided to try a preliminary effort at conversion upon Buckingham. Already he had been approached from a higher quarter, for on March igth, 1623, a certain Didacus de la Fuente bore a letter to the Marquis from the Pope himself, couched in the most flattering terms. He addresses Buckingham as 'Nobleman, Health and the Light of Divine Grace9, and goes on to point out to him how greatly his already enormous prestige will gain potency by a defence of the true faith. Not by his accession to titles, honours and riches will men remember him one-half so well as if he should return the English monarchs to the Papal fold. This action, he adds, 'will write the name of your nobleness in the book of the Living, whom the torment of Death toucheth not and the monument of histories shall place you amongst those wise men in whose splendour Kings walked5. * These splendid visions did not, apparently, move Buckingham who showed no signs of desiring to change his faith or the Prince's. If the Spaniards thought he was ready for conversion, it was merely that his Arminian views made him ready to conform to a few of the Roman Catholic ceremonies. Thus he was observed, when entering their churches, to bow the knee reverently before the sacrament on the altar. Neither did he attend the Protestant services at the Embassy, which were held regularly by Bristol's chaplains.
It was apparently to gain time, and probably to divert attention from Charles himself, that Buckingham consented on April 4th to the suggestion of Olivares that a few theological arguments should be tried upon himself. He was conveyed very secretly to the monastery of San Jeronimo for a discussion with Francisco de Jesus, a Carmelite friar, who had played an active part in the recent negotiations.
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